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I’ve been organizing the Mamapalooza Festival (worldwide) 
since 2002, which was inspired by the adventures of my mom-
rock band, Housewives on Prozac (1997-2008). My intention 
was to support a mother-made-arts-movement and to activate 
social change for women who were mothers because: a) mother-
made art was not being encouraged, b) venues for maternally-
inspired artistic expression were non-existent. Motherhood 
generates its own reasons for celebration as well as illuminating 
a unique set of challenges. It was my very strong feeling that 
women who were artists should not ignore the procreative and 
caregiving aspects of their new-found embodied existence and 
that opportunities for mother-made-art should flourish §–§–§–§ 
By creating an inclusive, large-scale platform, I licensed the 
festival to event organizers ultimately reaching four countries and 
twenty-five cities. Hoping to open the portals to individual (and 
family) creativity as well as call attention to the specific issues 
women who are mothers and caregivers face. The festival 
garnered millions of followers through media stories generated 
by local events. The issues we tackled were broadly related to 
everything from acknowledging the liberating power of creative 
self-expression amidst the self-sacrificing nature of motherhood, 
to enhancing community engagement, as well as educating 
families at risk in the health, economic, and the reproductive 

justice arena. After years of organizing and promoting Mamapalooza through our non-profit Motherhood 
Foundation Inc. (2003-2010), the focus shifted to the long-term goal of having a physical location for the 
Museum of Motherhood. We procured a donated space in New York City from 2011-2014 where 60,000 people 
from around the world enjoyed our collaborative location. M.O.M. is currently online and conducts international 
academic conferences on the topic of mother studies (2005-ongoing). I got my graduate degree in mother studies 
in 2015 and am teaching through the museum portal, conducting classes in “families and social change” at 
Manhattan College, and writing about my experiences. Goals include continued 
international partnerships and a next-level space for exhibitions, classes, and archiving 
the science, art, and history of mothers, fathers, and families. The Mamapalooza 
Outdoor Extravaganza Festival continues to host approximately 10,000 families on 
the third Sunday of May each year in partnership with the New York Parks 
Department at Riverside Park South in Manhattan, USA.  I am thrilled to collaborate 
with the Procreate Project! Please stay in touch through MOMmuseum.org.  


